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ACKNOWLEGDEMENTS

The sincere appreciation of the Water Commissioner is
expressed to Mr. Dee Hansen, State Engineer for the State of
Utah, and his fine staff of personel at the State Office,
Special thanks goes to Mr. Bob Guy, Area Engineer and Stanley
Adams for the Uintah Basin Area, for their cooperation and
assistance in the distribution and interpetation of the water
rights involved in the Ashley Creek Distribution System.

Thanks is also made to the Excutive Committee, composed
of representatives from the various companys involved. Mr.
Archie Dee Jenkins, representing the Ashley Valley Reservoir
Company, Mr. Marvin Jackson, representing the Ashley Upper
Irrigation Company, and the Central Office, Mr. Colton
McKeachnie, representing the Highline Canal Company, Mr.
Charles Morrison, representing the Rock Point Canal Company,
Mr Boyd Workman, representing the Island Ditch Company, Mr.
Ralph Walker, representing the Ashley Central Irrigation
Company, and the Central Office, Mr. Morgan Hall, representing
the Dry Fork Irrigation Company, The Upper Creek Users, the
Mosby Users, and Mr. Joe Dodds, representing the Dodds Ditch.

Mr. Glen Anderson, and his fine staff in the Vernal
U.S.G:S: Office, Mr. L.Y. Siddoway, and his staff at the
Uintah Water Conservancy District Office, Mr. Bryant Brady,

of the Soil Conservation Service, and all others who helped

in any way, the Commissioner expresses his appreciation.
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ASHLEY CREEK DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM

61 EAST MAIN

VERNAL, UTAH 84078

Hon. George E. Ballif
Fourth Judicial District
Uintah County Courthouse

Vernal, Utah 84078

Dear Sir:

In accordance with the authority by the ORDER APPOINTING
COMMISSIONER, dated June 22, 1982 and filed as part of Civil
No. 18, now Civil No. 3197, in the Uintah County Courthouse
at Vernal, Utah I, submit herewith the report on the
Distribution of the Waters of Ashley Creek Distribution

System for the year 1982.

Respectfully Yours,
} )

David R. Rasmussen

Water Commissioner
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At the annual meeting of Ashley Creek Distribution System,
the following budget and assessment distribution was approved.
Your share will be listed in the lower section by individual or
company. These amounts are due and payable at the system office,
located at 61 East Main, Vernal, Utah 84078 by mail or in
person. Amounts set opposite each amount should be paid by
June 1, 1982

BUDGET
Commissioner's Salary 7200.00
Matching Social Security 425.00
Mileage and Auto Allowance 3500.00
Commissioner Report 400.00
Bonds and Insurance Premium 50.00
System Equipment 200.00
Office Rent 300.00
Deputy Commissioner's Salary 500.00
Miscellaneous Reserve 2425.00

15,000.00

1982 ASSESSMENT BREAKDOWN BY COMPANY OR INDIVIDUAL

PRIMARY USERS

1. Ashley Upper Irrigation Company .327 2697.75
2. Colton Ditch Company .036 297.00
3. Steinaker Ditch .02 165.00
4. Ashley Central Irrigation .335 2763.75
5. Hardy Ditch Company (Inc. in Ashley Central Irrigation)
6. Island Ditch Company .074 610.50
7. Dodds Ditch Company .01 82.50
8. Rock Point Canal .198 1633.50
ALL OTHER
1. Ashley Valley Reservoir 20% 3000.00
2. Uintah Water Conservancy District 15% 1875.00
INDIVIDUAL USERS .
A. Highline Canal Company .25 375.00
B. Dry Fork Irrigation Company .10 150.00
C. Gerald Clark ' .05 75.00.
D. Mosby Irrigation .25 375.00
E. Pitt Ditch Company .05 75.00
F. Duane T. Johnson .05 75.00
G. Morgan Merkley .05 75.00
H. Lester Hullinger .05 75.00
I. Henry Peltier .05 75.00
J. -V- Ranch .05 75.00
K. Rex Gardiner Estate .05 75.00

GRAND TOTAL OF ASSESSMENTS FOR 1982 15,000.00
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land LAWRENCE CALDWELL, ISLAND DITCH,

ff‘ifi_..982 and ending April 6, 1933, and for directions from this Court

Hugh W. Colton

Attorney for Petitioner
55 East Main Street
Vernal, Utah 84078
801-789-1664

TN THE FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF UTAH
IN AND FOR UINTAH COUNTY

EBENEZER G. DEFRIEZ, et al.,

Plaintiffs,

e

ASHLEY CENTRAL IRRIGATIOR CO.,
- et al.,

Defendants,
ORDER APPOINTING

ARSENITH CHADWICK, ET AL., WATER COMMISSIONER
' : . FOR 1982 - 1983

s

Intervenors,
and i

ASHLEY VALLEY RESERVOIR COMPANY,

JNITED STATES BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, :

HIGHLINES CANAL COMPANY, DRY FORK :
IRRIGATION CO., JUNIOR MERKLEY, : Civil No. 3197
DAVID RASMUSSEN, MOSBY IRRIGATION e
CO., PITT DITCH CO., STEINAKER DITCH
CO., HARDY DITCH CO., DODDS DITCH
CO., LESTER HULLINGER, DUYANE T. :
JOHNSON, MORGAN MERKLEY, WILLIAM H.
HULLINGER, REX CARDNER, HENRY PELTIER;
and GLEE C. PELTIER, VIRTUS McCORKIE,
SADIE McCONKIE ESTATE, ARUS CALDWELL :

(X}

COLTON DITCH, and GERALD CLARK, :
Defendants. :
The Petition of Ralph Walker, Chairman of the Ashley
Creek Water Users Executive Committee, representing all of the
users of the waters of Ashley Creek and its tributaries, came

before the Court for hearing the 22nd day of Jume, 1982, for the

. . s . . -
appeintment of a Water Commissioner for the year beginning April 7.

concerning the distribution of the waters of the Ashley Creek for

the entire term.

‘ " The report of the Commissioners. for the year 1981-1982

having peen duly filed herein and it appearingzgo be a complete

land accurate report is hereby approved by the Court.
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The Court having considered the recommendation of the
Executive Committee of the Ashley Creek Water Users that
David Rasmussen be appointed as Water Commissioner for the year

beginning April 7, 1982 and ending April 6, 1983, and no other

‘recommendations having been made and it appearingAto the Court

+hat David Rasmussen, by reason of the years of his past experi-
ence, should be appointed és Water CpmmiSsioner for Ashley Creek:

1. That all the users of the water of Ashley Creek and
its tributaries heretofore made parties to this action haQe been
given due notice through their chosen representatives for the time
by the laws of the State of Utah.

2. That this Court has jurisdiction of the diétribution
of the waters of Ashiley Creek and its tributaries, by reason of
+he Decree entered herein on November 17, 1897, dividing the
waters of Ashley Creek and setting forth the respective rights of
the parties to said action in and to the waters of Ashley Creek
and its tributaries, which Decree has been amended to include

water rights claimed by other persons since the date of said

iDecree.

3. That since the date of said Decree, as amended, the
rights of the respective parties to the said suit have been admin-
istered under the direction of this Court, through the Water
Coumissioner, appoinﬁed annually by this Court as provided in the
sald Décree; that the sgid Decree provides that a Water Commis-

sioner be appointed annually by this District. Court each:year at

said Commissioner should be authorized, empowered and directed to

1
1

l'caken from the patural channel th

i
'direction there be cons
|

ereof; and that under his

‘ cructed all dams, weirs and other necessary
{ .
measurement devices for the proper and correct division of the

waters of Ashley Creek.

4. That since the date of said Decree, several persoﬁs,

¢ LA

¥ . s . - .
not parties to the original action, have acquired, developed or

i
1

t

lclaim the right to use some of the waters of Ashley Creek and its

the request of one or more of the parties to said action; that the:

{

nake divisions of all waters of Ashley Creek where the same are

3



tributaries, which parties, have been, Dby order of this Court,
made parties:tp this action by an order dated May 15,41962.'

‘5. That the various parties and water users have, by .

ag reement, organized an Executive Committee wherein all parties
}are represented and suthorized to' conduct the joint business of

;the water users of Ashley Creek.

i

b e . . ,

; 6. That the persons or corporations having a right to
ause the waters of Ashley Creek are entitled to vote at such
iimeet:mgs perta;nlng to the business of those owning water rights

in Ashley Creek in proporslon to the rlght of such person or

corporatlon. R
. That on the - -~ .- 27th day of April, 1982, at a

meeting called for all of the users of the waters of Ashley Creek

or their representatives to which meeting all users were given

aotice and invited to attend, the Chairman of the said Committee
was authorized, by unanimous vote of all those present, to file
a petition on behalf of the persoms ox corporations owing rights

to the use of the waters of Ashley Creek requesting this Court to

reappoint David Rasmussen as Water Commissionmer for the period

‘oeginning April 7, 1982 and ending April 6, 1983, and that the

i
i
it
i
i

said Davxd Rasmusseﬂ, by reason of

{
Eas Commlssloner of the water of Ashley Creek is competent and
quallfled to act as Water Comm1551oner.

NOW THEREFORE IT Is HEREBY ADJUDGED AND DECREED:

1-, That Dav1d Rasmussen be, and he hereby is ‘appointed
Commissioner of the waters of Ashley Creek and its tributaries,

which Creek is a tributary of Green River in Uintah County, State

of Yrah, for a period of one year beginﬁing Aprii 7, 1982 and

T
l

l
i - > “ - Pl
'nereby directed to administer and distribute the waters OX

Ashley Creek and its tributaries by himself or duly appointed

deputies in accordance with the Decrees of this Court and the

‘1aws of the State of Utah, which, by reference are made a part

4
hereof, to the parties hereto in &acco

lending April 6, 1983, or until further order of this Court. He ig

rdance w1€h their respective

his quallflcaulon and EKPerleuué



rlghts, as heretofore establxsned by this Court.

..2. That the Comm1351oner shall confer and ' counsel wxuh
the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the Ashley Creek Wa;el
il Users, provided, however, said Chalrman shall act in an aav1sory
capacity only and that the Commissioner shall be responsible to

this Court. That the Commissioner is heréby authorized and

rights to use the waters of—Ashley Creek and agreed to by such

HEISOﬂS, that he may establlsh water turns among such persons when
in his judgment it will increase the eff1c1ency of water use.

. 3. That the Comm1551oner shall name and appoint such
deputy or-deputies as he may need in the distribution of the
waters of Ashley Creek and he is herebyhauthorized to pay a
reaSOﬂable salary or wage and automobile mileage to himself and
such persons as he may employ in carrylng out the provisions of
this Order. He shall notify the respective water users of their !

proportionate share of the expense of carrying out the terms of

this Order, such notice shall direct the various water users o

pay such assessments at the office of the Commissioner, the amount:

due, on or before July 1, 1982, and the money paid to the Commis-
| sioner shall be held by him in a trust fund account and disbursed

for purposes of paying expenses involved in carrying out the

provisions of this Order.

N3

4. The expenses of carrying out the provisions of §
this Order, as estimated by the said Commissioner at $15,000.00,

shall be paid by the parties hereto in the following proportions |

at 61 East Main Street, Vernal, Utah, 84078:

(A) Primary Water Users ‘
Primary Water Users to pay the 55% im the
following proportions: _

Ashley Upper Irrigation Company .327%
Colton Ditch Company - .036%
Steinaker Ditch Company .027,
i Ashley Central Irrigation .335%

Hardy Ditch Co. {Inc. in Ashley Central
Irrigation Company)

* v Island Ditch Company ‘ A .074% ;
Dodds Ditch Company * .01% ;
Rock Point Company ‘ .198%

(B) Ashley Vail y Reservoir Company .20%

il directed, when requested by persons or corporations having primary

H
|
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his own expense, provide a way to and from his diversion to that

-5-

(C) Uintah Water Comservancy District - 15%
(D) All other Users 107

- IN THE FOLLOVWING PROPORTIORS: :
Highline Canal Company T .25%
Dry Fork Irrigation Company .10%
Gerald Clark .05%
Mosby Irrigation Company S .25%
‘ Pitt Ditch Company : .05%
© Duayne T. Johmson S : .05%
 Morgan Merkley e .05%
Lester Hullinger .05%
. Henry Peltier .05%
Sadie McConkie Estate : : .05%
Rux Gardner Estate - .05%

Prov1ded further that in the event the sald Comm153101ef

shall overestimate ‘the actual expenses incurred during the above
period, then the remaining balance shall be carried forward to
Ycover expenses for the next irrigation season and that in the
event the said Commissioner shall underestxmate the actual ex-

penses incurred during the above period, then he shall report the

same to this Court and a further assessment will be made to meet

the expense incurred.

5. That said Commissioner shall distribute the water
f said Ashley Creek at the weirs or points of diversion hereto-
fore constructed by the respective parties and approved by this

Court and where the said parties do not have proper welrs and

Ymeasurement devices, it is hereby ordered that they shall imstall

he same in a manner to be approved by the said Commissioner,

T

which dévices shall be mechanical and constructed in a manner that
they will shut off the waters of the respective ditches and canals
when directed by the Commissioner, and that each user shall, at

-

the Commissioner shall have the most convenient and reasonable

access to each diversion and measuring device.

. That it is further ordered that each party hereto

‘shall, at his or its own expense, install a Parshall Flume oOF

{orher measuring device at the head of his or its ditch at a place

'2nd in a manner to be approved by the Commissioner.

Y

7. That the respective parties hereto are hereby orderec

h the schedule of turns and other rules and regula-

I

to comply wit

hey nay be given by the said Commissioner and approvec
his Court in the use ol the waters they are entitled tc uncer

.
Cay i
.

'\\ - -~ faef - -~
the terms of this Decree anéd the laws oi the State of Uteh.
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8. The Commissioner and his deputies are hereby,ordere&é

and directed that in the event any'bf the parties hereto fail to

LOEPlY'Wlth this Order, to shut off the:water‘of the said party.

i
%”nd Teport the failure to this Court.

; 9. That the said Commissioner is hereoy directed to ).M.;
‘ga Wltté’l report of his actioms and activities in the distribution
: of the waters of Ash}.ey Creek 5or ‘the 1982-1983 irrigation season, |

iwhich report shall be filed as soon after January, 1983 as may be

i

b

}éractiqal.'
| | "10; "It is further proviééa‘tﬁéﬁ in the event any of the
parties hereto shall dis;grée with the Chairman of the said water
users committee, then he is hereby authorized to confer directly
with.the:Commissioner,or his depﬁty concerning any distribution
problem and in tﬁe‘event the Commissioner or his deputy cannot
!settle such controversy, such person may present his probiem to
the Court for Final Determinatioh. T

DATED this 22nd day of June, 1982.
BY THE COURT:

i David Sam

{ _ : District Judge

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

T hereby certify that on this Z2nd day of Jume, 1982, I mailed a
true and correct copy of the foregoing Order Appointing Vater Conm1551mar
1982-1983, to the following pexrsons: . '

Ashley Uppexr Txrigation Co ' . - Dry Fork 'Irrigaticn :

61 East Main Street 11070 North Dry Fork Canyon

Vernal, Utah 84078 ' " Vernal, Utah 84078 -

'Ashley Central Irrigation Co. Yosby Irrigation Company —
161 Bast Main Street  cfo Mrs. Dovothy Peltiexr ‘
?;‘Je::ﬂal, Tcah 84078 ' 8080 North Dry Fork Canycn

Vexrmal, Utan 84078
sland Ditch Co.
nl East Main Street Hemxy Peltiexr
Ver'xal Ucah 84078 . 8080 Rorth Dry Fork Canyon
- Vernal, Utah 64078 _

i Rock Point Canal Co.

61 East Main Street Morgan Merkiey

Ver*.al Utah 84078 1382 North 2500 West
Vernzl, Utzh 84078

Uintah Wat& Co*uc;,rvancy Distxict

128 West 3325 North-. Duayne T. Jokmson

M__uai, Utah 84078 3276 South 3690 West

‘ West Valley City, Utah 84128

)

i

(A
|
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING (Contimued)

As"nley Valley Reservoir Co.
1 Fast Main Street
emal Utah 84078

Stur'mer Ditch Co._
c/o Wooly B. Searle .
1575 West 2775 North
Vernal, U h 84078

Hardy Ditch Co. . :
c/o Wallace R. Arm:.rson
2474 West 1500 North'
Vernal Utah 84078

"%‘:rhlme Canal Co. -
£1 East Main Street

Vernal, Utah 84078

Pitt Ditch Co.

c/o Woody B. Searle
1575 West 2775 North
Vernal, Utah 84078

Gerald Clark '
13000 North Dry Fork

{ Vernal, Utah 84078

Lester Hullinger
8016 North Dry Fork Canyon
Vernal, Utah' 84078

Sadie McConkkie Estate
Dry Fork Canyon

" Vernal, Utah 84078

__Dodds Ditch Co.
c/o Joseph Dodds

2412 Toxrth 1500 West
Vernal, Utah 84078

SN U. S. Burezu of Reclamation
- . 125 South State

Salt Lake City, Utah

Colton Ditch

c/o James Drollinger
11756 North 500 East
Vernal, Utah 84078

L ;/famm/?%&éw(/

Secre

\<\‘



v ISED WATER DELIVERY SCHEDULE FOR ASHLEY CREEK AND TRIBUTARIES

It 1s proposed to gevide to divide the water of Ashley Creek and
Dry Fork in accordance with the decreed water rights as closely as
can be followed. However until these rights have been estblished
on a more firm basis, the distribution as set out in the past will
be followed during the coming irrigation season.

THIS SCHEDULE IS AS FOLLOWS: .

l.

11.

Firm flow will be distributed pro-rated on the following schedule:

A.

WATER USERS of CANAL COMPANY % of flow
1. Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 36.3
2. Steinaker Ditch 2.0
3. Ashley Central Canal Company 33.5
4. Island Ditch 7.4
5. Dodds Ditch ' 1.0
6. Rock Point Canal Company 19.8
100.0

Transmountain Diversion, Applications, of Certificates will have
Water delivered in accordance with priority.

Ashley Valley Reservoir Company Water is to be delivered
From Brush Creek Drainage through a transmountain diver-
sion with 10% being assessed as transmission charges.
Highline Canal Company water to be delivered in accordance
with their application.

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation water to be delivered through

the Thorberg diversions as per allication.

All private diversions in accordance with their applications
rights. '

111. Dry Fork right will be delivered in accordance with Dry Fork
Decree with no release of low flow to the primary water rights
of Ashley Creek and all Applications and certificates will

be delivered in accordance with their priority.

lv.

This schedule is to be applied as proposed until a more
equitable schedule of all rights may be developed. Changes
in this schedule will be made as additional information
becomes available.



VERNAL UNIT, CENTRAL UTAH PROJECT

During the 1982 irrigation season the following deliveries

were made under the Vernal Unit Irrigation Contracts:

Highline Canal 1,660.0
Ashley Upper Irrigation Company 6,854.8
Colton Ditch ' 136.6
Rock Point Canal 609.0
Island Ditch 227.8
Ashley Central Canal 2,473.8

11,962.0

This was a 30% decrease in the irrigation deliveries
over the 1981 irrigation season. During 1982 Ashley Creek showed
the highest wéter yeild of record since the Vefnal Unit began
operating in 1962.

The Board of Directors, in anticipation of a good water
year, had set the water allotment at 1.0 acre-foot per share
and at the close of the irrigation season, there were approximately
6,000 acre-feet of undelivered project water. This water allot-

ment will be a carry-over into the 1983 irrigation season up to

May 15, 1983.

Storage in Steinaker Reservior was started on November 1,
1981, as provided for by the Bureau of Reclamation rights. On
November 1 there were 17,000 acre-feet of usable capacity in
Steinaker Reservior. A full reservior with storage of 33,280
acrea-feet was reached oﬂ May 29, 1982.

Following the filling of the reservoir, a large amount of
water continued to flow past the Thornburg Diversion Dam and

down Ashley Creek and was not utilized in Ashley Valley by the

canal companies.
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- SUMMARY OF THE 1982 DISTRIBUTION OF ASHLEY CREEK

Earley forcast of water supply indicated a possible shortage
for irrigation water in 1982, however late storms and an ideal
run-off turned the year into a good water year for irrigation.

Diversions began on May 1, 1982, with a total flow on May
1, 1982, of 59.0 cfs. By May 31, 1982, the creek had reached
632.0 cfs, with 3230 acre-feet being stored in Steinaker
Reservior and the balance -of the total 28,494 acre-feet used
for early irrigation. The high peak flow for the year was also
recorded on May 27, 1982 at a flow of 1258 cfs. |

June yeilded a total of 29,874 acre-feet and marked the
filling of Steinaker Reservior on June 1, 1982. A total of
approximately 7,380 acre-feet was by passed and spilled on

i
down lower Ashley Creek.

July yeilded a total of 11,908 acre-feet of which 970
acre-feet came from Ashley Valley Reservior Company system
(Long Park Reservior and Ashley Twin Lakes).

August yeilded a total of 6,408 acre-feet, of which 1376 acre-
feet came from Ashley Valley Reservior Company.

September yeilded a total of 5,966 acre-feet with 1270
acre-feet being released from Reserviors.

Due to early storms no water was used for irrigation during
October and the flow of Ashley Creek was by-passed on down lower
Ashley Creek.

Construction continuéd on the Oaks Park Reservior Canal
and should result in approximately 600 acre-feet of water saved
in the coming year.

The Highline Canal Company Deep Creek project was completed

and used for the first full season. Approximately 490 acre-feet



SUMMARY OF THE 1982 DISTRIBUTION OF ASHLEY CREEK CONTINUED

were diverted from the North side of the Uinta drainage over the
South side and used for irrigation under the Highline Canal. A
continual recorder has been obtained and will be installed
during 1983 in order to obtain a more accurate record of what
water comes from this projecti

Outlook for irrigation water supply is excellent for 1983.
Snow surveys indicate the possibilities of 150% of normal for
the projected run-off. Flooding may be a problem of concern,

depending on how the run-off occurs.

Ashley Valley is eligible for participation in the federal
salinity control program during 1983 and many farmers may plan
to take advantage of the program and improve their irrigation
systems on farm. This should result in more efficent use of

water and help insure a full water supply for acres irrigated.
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FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 1982
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FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 1982

THE ABOVE STEINAKER SERVICE CANAL — ASHLEY CREEXK DISTRIBUTICN SYSTEM
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